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Reading

I will…

• identify different points of  
 view in a story.
•  notice the difficulties an 

inmigrant has in a new 
country.

•  work out the meanings  
of new words. 

•  identify characters’  
motivations for their 
actions.

Writing

I will…

• complete a writing plan.
•  learn about punctuating 

direct speech.
•  retell the story from  

a different point of view. 
•  make lists of bullying  

actions in the story.

Speaking

I will…

•  discuss different types  
of bullying.

•  talk about feelings at the  
start of the school year.

•  evaluate the characters’  
behaviour.

•  discuss how the 
characters’ feelings 
change.

This book belongs to:

Social Sciences
I will learn more about Living in society by reading, speaking and writing 

about immigration and bullying.
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Opening 
activities

Look at the picture and tick the correct type of story.

a) historical fiction c) social realism
b) science fiction  d) fairy tale 

Circle the main character in the picture. Find and circle a new child of the same age. 2

Answer the questions.3

What do you think the story is about? Circle the ideas.4

1

a) Where are the children? c) Are they the youngest at the school?
b) What type of place do they live in?  d) Which child has got lots of friends? 

friends

school  
work

a criminal 
gang

summer  
camp nasty  

teachers
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I had a really good summer, but at the end of the holidays I was ready for school to start. The last time I saw 
my friends was at summer camp and I really wanted to hear all their news. 

When I got to school, the playground was full of kids and their parents. Some of the little ones looked a bit lost and 
scared. I pushed through them all, looking for my friends. 

Activities

Write the words Jason says after telling a joke.1

Circle the words that describe Jason. Underline words in the story to explain your choice.2

Then I heard Billy calling me. ‘Jason! Over here!’ 
He was bouncing a ball against the wall. Kim, 
Nev and Jess were there as well. I jumped in 
front of the group. ‘Hey!’ I said. ‘I’ve got a new 
joke. Where did the pencil go on holiday?’ 
‘Where?’ Billy asked. ‘To Pennsylvania! Boom! 
Boom!’ I grabbed the ball and started bouncing 
it around my friends. Then the bell rang, so we 
went to class.

Hey!  
Watch out!

a) funny / serious  b) careful / rough

I’m the joker 
of the group!
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Circle the correct POV for the story. 1

In Jason’s last joke, the events of the first day of school are told from one character’s 
point of view, or POV.

Rima Jason Billy Mrs Ross

Use the key to underline and classify the sentences.2

Camp pranks are such good fun! The sleeping bag prank was horrible!

The fireworks were fabulous!

The fireworks sounded like bombs. I had a great time playing by the rough sea. 

I was terrified of the rough sea.

Jason’s POV Rima’s POV

In groups, answer the questions and give your reasons.3

a) Is Jason popular at school? 
b) How and why does this change?
c) Do you think Jason is a bully? 
d) Does Jason know he is behaving badly? 
e) Are Jason’s friends bullies too?

Story
focus

f)  Why doesn’t Rima tell Mrs Ross about the pranks  
at summer camp?  

g)  How do you think Jason feels at the end of the story? 
h)  What important thing does Jason do at the end?
i)  Why’s it important? 

Work with a classmate and find examples of bullying in the story.4

a) name calling b) physical bullying c) social bullying

Jason says ... 
that’s bullying.

I (don’t) agree 
because...
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Discuss the questions with a classmate.3

Creative 
writing

Choose the correct words to complete the sentences.2

The first day at school after the 
holidays is always difficult. The 
children are so busy talking to 
each other. I’m always strict from 
the start of  the first class. 

When I walked into the classroom, 
the children stood up and chanted, 
‘Good morning, Mrs Ross!’ 
Jason Bellows whispered, ‘Good 
morning Mrs Big-Boss.’ 

He thought I couldn’t hear him 
but of  course I could. ‘Quiet at 
the back!’ I shouted. 

Then I introduced a new student. 
‘This is Rima,’ I explained. ‘She 
has come to live here from Iraq.’ 
Rima was a refugee and I wanted 
the children to be especially kind 
to her. ‘Please make her feel 
welcome,’ I told the class. 

Read the text and do the activities.1

a) Underline the words that people actually say in red.
b) Underline the verbs describing how people speak in blue.
c) Circle the punctuation marks used to indicate speech.

a) The text is about an event that happens…

 1. at the start of class.   2. at break time.   3. at lunch.   4. after school.

b) The text describes the event from the POV of…

 2. Billy.   2. Jason.   3. Mrs Ross.   4. Rima.

c) The narrator of the text feels…

 1. nervous.   2. serious.   3. happy.   4. irritated.   5. bored.

a) How does Jason feel at the start/end of school?
b) How does Rima feel at the start/end of school?
c) What does Jason think of the other kids at the start/end of school?
d) What does Rima think of the other kids at the start/end of school?

I think Jason 
feels…

He thinks the 
other kids are…
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Use the words to summarise the story.My 
dictionary

assignment: work set by your teacher 

be sorry: regret your actions and apologise 

bonfire: large, controlled fire 

boss: someone who gives orders at work 

bullying: unkind, hurtful behaviour 

clap: applaud 

creep (vb.): move in a slow, secretive way 

fireworks: explosions of coloured gunpowder 

forget: not remember 

giggle: laugh in a silly way 

ignore: pretend someone or something isn’t there 

immigrant: person who moves to another country 

join in: form part of a group or activity 

joke: say something to make people laugh 

journey: long trip 

nickname: joke name 

prank: practical, physical joke 

punishment: penalty for doing something wrong 

refugee: person who leaves their country because 

there is a war or other conflict 

sailing boat: boat that is moved by the wind 

sandcastle: construction made of sand 

scaredy-cat: someone who’s scared of many things

screamer: person who screams a lot 

seaweed: plant that grows in sea water 

shell: exterior of a mollusc 

sleeping bag: bag for sleeping in, for example when 

camping 

splash: when water drops fall onto someone 

stare: look at someone for a long time 

tell tales: tell an adult about another child’s bad actions

war: armed conflict 

wave: raised movement of sea water 




